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Bachelard describes these with the metaphors of water becoming deeper (more profound) and that water cannot run forever. Eventually one’s life ends (page 46). ‘ Silence, time and solitude’ describes tranquillity as the aim of architecture, a ‘petrified silence’ that is so powerful it silences all exterior sounds. Influences upon Bachelard’s work Joseph
Joubert, a French moralist and essayist, published nothing during his lifetime, but he wrote a copious amount of letters and filled sheets of paper and small notebooks with thoughts about the nature of human existence, literature and other topics, in a poignant, often aphoristic style. I also felt that at times he got carried away with his theories and
ignored the practicality of things, for example boxes and chests are considered only as hiding places and their value as simply storage to promote tidiness is not considered. Bachelard jumps between poetry, philosophy, psychology and science and seems to write exactly as it flows through his mind, which at times is very confusing. There can be a
large number of people that are good and work well together, and then just one evil person arrives and corrupts the good people. This book contains quotes by Gaston Bachelard and other theorists, and deals with the psychoanalysis and imagination with which we see the world around us. Imagination and dreams are subjects, which run commonly
throughout this book, and in the third chapter Bachelard discusses them in reference to the ‘verticality’ of flames. This was followed by “The poetics of fire (The poetics of the phoenix)’ and ‘The flame of a candle” in 1961. It focuses on the house, its interior places and outdoor context. The modern city is described as layered, like a music video, we
cannot analyse the separate images, but instead appreciate them as a haptic sensation, letting them wash over us as a whole. A summary of “The Psychoanalysis of Fire’ by Gaston Bachelard Introduction: Bachelard starts by describing how the psychological problems we deal with arise from our convictions about fire. 18. Here Bachelard is describing
that for one to take on (i.e. swim) in rough sea (violent water) takes courage. 10. Baudelaire is a poet whom Bachelard hugely admires, he believes that Baudelaire created the word vast in the way it is used today, a word that must be spoken to reflect its connotations of infinity. The water can then never be pure again, it is contaminated, by however
much, but it is now impure (page 139). Children know existence with no boundaries and this gives them freedom, these memories can be evoked by a single fragrance, which takes us back to our childhood. He describes adolescence as the fever time of human life. Bachelard describes how marriage works between two people, and not between more
through the description of the relationship between water and other elements. He relates this to a river, where the water is clear and slow moving, innocent and transparent. The ‘rejection of Alberti’s window’ is about how hemogenic eye has opened up to new forms of visual expression. The next chapter goes on to elaborate about the ‘multi-sensory
experience,’ the eye collaborating with the body and sensory organs, (for example in a refreshing walk in a forest) which Gaston Bachelard described as a ‘polyphony of the senses.” Architecture can be seen as giving structure to this daily experience, by strengthen our existentialism, our place in the world, reinforcing our sense of self. In philosophy of
science he introduced the concepts of epistemological obstacle and epistemological break (obstacle épistémologique et rupture épistémologique). In the introduction Bachelard outlines his reasons for writing this book and describes his philosophy on poetry. In this book Bachelard continues his investigation of poetry and its associations with
philosophy. The answer to ‘What is fire?’ only receives vague or ancient answers that come from our preconceptions of fire, that more than any other phenomenon are ‘charged with fallacies from the past.’ Fire and Respect - The Prometheus Complex: Fire can be used to explain anything; it is both intimate and universal and overall it represents both
good and evil, it ‘shines in Paradise’ and ‘burns in Hell.” Our knowledge of fire comes from a social reality not a natural one, where despite out natural reflex in pulling back from touching a flame, we learn nothing about the knowledge of fire. Nocturnal sounds reminds us of human solitude, making us conscious of the sleeping city; an empty
unfurnished, impersonal house has a harsh acoustic; and how today’s cities have lost their natural echo due to wider street and public music, losing our aural sense of volume and space. The power of sight was essential to architect Le Corbusier, who declared ‘I exist in life only if I can see’ yet acknowledged the limit this had when appreciating
buildings from ‘only 5ft 6 inches from the ground.’ It is true that today, the category city is usually only seen from fast moving transport or from the aerial view of an aeroplane, leading to a city of distance and exteriority, of which concept Corbusier explored through many sketches. Novalis, an author and philosopher of early German Romanticism
who had great knowledge in science, law, philosophy, politics and political economy. Bibliography of works in response to Bachelard * Marxism and Epistemology: Bachelard, Canguilhem and Foucault’ by Dominique Lecourt (Translated from the French by Ben Brewster; NLB, London 1975 ‘ Bachelard: Science and Objectivity’ by Mary Tiles
(Cambridge University Press, 1984) ‘ Performance Analysis: an introductory course book’ Edited by Colin Counsell and Laurie Wolf (Routledge, London 2001) ‘ The Eyes of the Skin: Architecture and the Senses’ by Juhani Pallasmaa (Wiley- Academy, Great Britain 2005) The following two chapters of ‘architecture of visual images’ and ‘materiality and
time’ both explore the use of materials in modern architecture. By the 18th century, Foucault claims that a solider can be created, ‘an art of the human body was born,” through control over different parts of the physical body (ex. His idea of ‘docile bodies’ being subtly controlled through power- relations, used another example, that of a 17th century
soldier, recognised as a symbol through clothing and posture. The influence of his thought can be felt in all disciplines of the humanities (art, architecture, literature, poetics, psychology, philosophy and language.) Bachelard was hugely interested in the concept of epistemology - the branch of philosophy that studies the nature of knowledge, in
particular its foundations, scope, and validity. The House Bachelard suggests that all really inhabited space has a notion of ‘home’, that when a human being finds shelter it comforts itself with the notion of protection. In the ‘oral view versus visual space’, Walter Ong describes ‘the shift from oral to written speech’ as ‘essentially a shift from sound to
visual space.’ It is this imagination of an interior space created by words, that Gaston Bachelard is speaking of when he says, ‘the poet speaks on the threshold of being.’ It is our union of senses, not just sight that unites with the world. The chapter of ‘vision and knowledge’ describes how sight as always been the noblest of the senses and in the words
of Plato ‘humanity’s greatest gift.” The eyes have been given prominence amongst the other senses due the ability to be ‘able to see themselves seeing.’ (Peter Sloterdjk) and the loss of eyesight is seen as the ultimate physical loss, made more important as technological advances such as television and computers all rely on sight and hearing. Italo
Calvino’s book, ‘Invisible Cities’ has created images that have enriched the urban world, we are able to imagine them clearly much like the world of a painting beyond the restraints of it’s frame. Bachelard claims that this imagination is best located in a familiar environment, a place where we can dream but also focus these thoughts, our homes;
‘(T)he chief benefit of the house (is that) the house shelters the day-dreaming, the house protects the dreamer, the house allows one to dream in peace.’ * The significance of the shadow’ reiterates the statement that the eye is an organ of distance and separation, whereas touch is one of intimacy and affection. His most important work is on poetics
and the philosophy of science. 3. He also mentions the phrases, ‘candle dreamer’ and ‘flame thinker.” Here, he is using a candle flame as a metaphor, to explain the way people think and imagine, and how an image, such as a flame, can provoke or enhance thoughts and feelings. Bachelard describes the idea with a pool of pure water, that then has
impure water dropped into it. 17. Bachelard believes and image of full roundness helps us to collect ourselves and confirms our being intimately inside. Bachelard believes that poets help us to discover joy in looking. Bachelard emphasised discontinuities in the history of science; in particular he stressed the ways of thinking about and investigating
the world to be found in modern science. This happens because we unconsciously mimic the shape of an object or architecture when confronting the piece. The loss of his ‘fire’ or potency is seen as a great male sacrifice. He believes that small boxes and chests show a need for secrecy, locks keep possessions guarded but are also an invitation to
thieves. The first example of this is through the writings about the sexual function of a river (page 33). Bachelard believed that philosophy looked blindly at concepts of reality, matter time and space as if science said nothing about them and that when philosophers did discuss science it was an ideal science very different to that which actually exists.
He is saying how natural beauty is a young naked woman. Therefore I feel he is trying to make a point about innocence through the description of water. Walter Ong believes that in the future, in a response to this increasingly technological world, we will move to ‘re-sensualise’ architecture through stronger material, texture and a denser use of light
and space. Marble.) This is due to our sensory experience originating in the intimate and interior world of our mouth; the most archaic architecture - the mouth cavity. Dr Tiles concentrates here on Bachelard'’s critique of scientific knowledge. Poetry on the other hand, is described as ‘touched up madness’, poetic order imposed upon aberrant images.
He begins by talking about language and explains that the words  daydream’ ‘ reveries’ and ‘remembrance’ are all feminine in French and suggests that this reflects the need to make such words enveloping and soft, characteristics that are associated with femininity. He explains this approach ‘to mount too high or descend too low is allowed in the
case of poets, who bring earth and sky together. In addition to epistemology, Bachelard's work deals with many other topics, including poetry, dreams, psychoanalysis, and the imagination. Putting oneself in a position where the surroundings are irrational and difficult to determine relies upon one having the courage to do so. Bachelard explores the
psychology of houses, for example a door knob is used to close and open doors, as is a key, however the key is seen by people as something which is more often used to close and the door knob more often used to open. 9. That one can descend in to reveries so deep that they rid us of our history even liberate us from our name. Bachelard was inspired
by Edgar Allan Poe, Salvador Dali and Charles Ploix among others when writing this book. Places can be remembered usually by their effect upon our bodies, thereby entreating associations for our mind to recall them. Whether that is the eye actually participating in multiple events, for example in a Bruegel or Heronimous Bosch painting; cubists
artists changing our peripheral vision or land artists fusing their work with the reality of a lived world. However, Bachelard believes the notion of inside and outside makes everything take form, even infinity. Conclusion: Gaston Bachelard ends the book by stating that fire is a complex concept and metaphor for it’s meaning for the individual can be
summed up by saying, ‘one can find paradise in fire’s movements or in it’s repose, in the flame or in the ashes.’ 5. Hyppolite is quoted as saying ‘there is alienation and hostility between the two’. In the 1930s Bachelard first turned towards studies of imagination and wrote ‘The psychoanalysis of fire’ in 1938. 4. The Psychoanalysis of Fire (1938) and
The Poetics of Space (1958) are among the most popular of his works. This exaggeration could be seen as us trying to make sense of the infinite nature of the universe. In that one second; love, death and fire are all united, evoking a story by George Sand about a volcano where tiny white moths ‘hurl themselves’ into total death. Fire and Reverie - The



Empedode’s Complex: The chapter begins with a description of the reverie that takes place before a fire and watching the sudden changes of the flames, less abstract than that of flowing water, as being a desire for change in a dramatic sense. At the time some scientific notions were being re-examined such as Einstein’s theory of Relativity. A
storyteller of phantasmagorical tales, his fantasies are seen as a confession of drunkenness, alcohol being a creator of language and enricher of vocabulary. It seems to me that Bachelard approaches his study of intimate places with the wonder of a child and disregards the constraints of his scientific background. The idea of pure and impure water is
related to the topic of good and evil. He returned to the subject of fire intermittently over a 30 year period. 16. * Images of muscle and bone’ and ‘images of action’ both speak of the use of the human body; the first on how in history, man has used his body as dimensions and proportions of construction (ex. Historical architecture can also connect us
the people of the past through the silent personal dialogue between us and the building itself. Through his concept of "epistemological break", Bachelard underlined the discontinuity at work in the history of sciences, he opposed "scientific knowledge" to ordinary knowledge, and held that error is only negativity or illusion. This tactile sense of our skin
connects us with tradition, history and the natural cycle of the earth. He suggests that it is impossible to study imagination objectively as you only receive an image if you admire it in some way. 19. A summary of “‘The Psychoanalysis of Fire’ by Gaston Bachelard (continued) Sexualised Fire: Fire s used as a metaphor for sex and reproduction, the
example being a small spark leading to a huge blaze; any man, even a delicate man (a dying spark) can bring about the start of another generation. The latter chapter deals more with the age of the materials, describing natural materials such as brick and wood as being more textual to the eye, therefore more real and containing more history and
meaning than the unyielding glass and metal which shows no sign of age or life. The Phenomenology of Roundness Bachelard quotes Jaspers’ formula ‘das dasein is Rund’ translated as ‘the being is round’. Joubert (Collected Thoughts of Mr. Joubert). Along with Henrik Ibsen, Sgren Kierkegaard and Hans Christian Andersen he is arguably the most
influential and most important of all Scandinavian authors. 7. Foucault stated that ‘it is not the activity of the subject of knowledge that produces a corpus of knowledge... but power- knowledge, the processes and struggles,” which could be an extension of an earlier quote by Bachelard who declared that ‘all knowledge is in response to a question...
nothing proceeds from itself.” Another are of Foucault’s power studies was that of power- relationships, using the example of an inmate in prison under constant surveillance to show the impact on behaviour disciplines. The house is seen as a maternal figure in which we store out treasures from previous years. Bachelard suggests that when we revere
things, for example a large forest full of tall impressive trees, we often exaggerate them in out minds to become immense and never ending. Shells Bachelard begins by explaining that shells are constructed by some kid of transcendental geometry, which stands out from the disorder of most perceptible things. A river eventually meets the sea and
stops. The poet drinks at the cup of the world and becomes intoxicated by it. Although Bachelard found the element of water most compatible with his psyche, it was fire imagery that initially drew his interest away from scientific enquiry. A summary of ‘Marxism and Epistemology’ by Dominique Lecourt Marxism: the socialist theories of Karl Marx
Epistemology: theory of knowledge, studies nature, methods, limitations and validity of knowledge and belief. A summary of ‘The Flame of a Candle’ by Gaston Bachelard The 4 traditional elements of poetic inspiration are earth, air, fire and water. He talks of science and then of the soul, which surely is not a scientific phenomenon. After his death his
widow entrusted Chateaubriand with these notes, and in 1838, he published a selection titled Recueil des pensées de M. Questions how is knowledge acquired and what do people know? Alcohol - the Water that flames/ Punch - the Hoffman Complex (Spontaneous Combustion: The ‘fire-water’ in question here is brandy, used thought this chapter as
the main example of alcohol, a liquid which ‘burns the tongue’ yet also flames up if sparked. Bachlard then moves onto combustion where in history it was often claimed whoever drinks alcohol, may also burn like alcohol. August Strindburg, a Swedish writer, playwright, and painter. It is described as an immediate food which follows the rule of desire
for a realistic possession, to ‘hold a great power within a small volume.’ Punch is portrayed as a pretext for telling stories of a festive evening around the punch bowl out of which arise salamander and witches in the poems of Hoffman. One task of epistemology is to make clear the mental patterns at use in science, in order to help scientists overcome
the obstacles to knowledge. Drawers, chests and wardrobes These suggest images of intimacy, a place where people hide their secrets. Bachelard’s professional reputation was based on his philosophy of science, though that aspect of his thought has tended to be neglected by his English-speaking readers. ‘ The narcissistic and nihilistic eye’ talk of
how the hemogenic eye seeks to dominate all fields of cultural production, whilst to our sight, the world becomes a hedonistic but meaningless journey. He emphasises the more gentle and radiant aspects of fire, “the flame of a candle is a model of a tranquil and delicate life.” Bachelard also shows how delicate a flame is and how it can be destroyed
by a single breath but also just as easily relit with a spark. in a parade, a soldier would have fixed vision, straight posture, motionless physique) leading to the mind also being obedient and controlled by a higher power. Innocent and not mysterious. (Page 168) “Violent water is a schema for courage”. DOI link for Gaston BachelardGaston Bachelard
book 1. The man of science, whose thought is so opinionated and so ardent, whose though is so living, is presented as someone abstract.’” This conflict of philosophy and science was clearly an essential element in all of Bachelard’s work. 11. The next chapter on ‘acoustic intimacy’ is about how unlike sight, sound incorporates and is received by us, it’s
importance in the arts can be seen in the lack of a film’s soundtrack, the film then loses its plasticity and unreality. Biography Gaston Bachelard (June 27, 1884 - October 16, 1962) was a French philosopher who rose to some of the most prestigious positions in the French academy. It describes the eyes as surveying and investigative, thereby when we
experience great overpowering emotional such as dreaming, listening to music or making love, we close our eyes as darkness is not about control but imagination and fantasy. Paul Claudel, a French poet, dramatist and diplomat, and the younger brother of the sculptor Camille Claudel. Reveries toward childhood Bachelard suggests we come to know
ourselves as children through others accounts. Despite taking a philosophical approach Bachelard was able to understand new theories due to his background in science, so whilst may philosophers lagged behind in a scientific revolution he was aware of all the new ideas. It may have even been started by a man who in a state of reverie was tying to
recreate that moment of euphoria and thus fire was created. He also refers to his previous book, ‘Air and Dreams’ in which, he originally wrote about verticality and expresses his dissatisfaction with the incompleteness of his previous work on fire. He describes the flame as “a valiant and fragile verticality.” Bachelard sees verticality as an important
way of expressing a flames beauty. 14. Psychoanalysis and Prehistory- The Novalis Complex: Here Bachelard explores the history and reasons as to how fire was created by the very first men in great detail. 13. One element becomes dominant over the other, like in a marriage, but you can only mix two elements (page 95), like 2 peopl, and no more as
the mixture will not be solid. We day dream with an unfocused gaze too and in twilight when our eyesight is better suited than in harsh daylight, the world seems more exciting and magical. In the chapter covering ‘an architecture of the senses,’ Alvar Aalto is used as an example of a designer who concerned with an objects encounter with the body,
i.e. a chair should not cause glare, conduct heat or absorb sound too much. A summary of the ‘Poetics of Space’ by Gaston Bachelard (continued) Miniature Bachelard suggests that in fairy tales the absurdity of making things miniature places the tale on a level of fantasy. In the second chapter Bachelard talks a lot about ‘solitude’ and uses examples
such as how a candle can burn alone with no need of a servant whereas a fire needs someone to keep it alight. Poetry is a constant theme throughout this and metaphor is often used to describe our relationship to space. He believes that image comes before thought and therefore he looks at not the phenomenology of the mind but that of the soul. An
idea of perfection is attributed to roundness, Bachelard believes ‘everything round invites a caress’, that there is calm in speaking the word round as I makes ones lips and breath become round. The first deals with the loss of plasticity with an excess use of glass leading to isolation and alienation, creating a sense of unreality and a lost sense of ‘aura’
which the theorist Walter Benjamin thought was necessary for creating authentic art. He states that the psychoanalyst thinks too much and doesn’t dream enough. Intimate Immensity This chapter begins with talk of daydreams, daydreams allegedly contemplate grandeur and therefore transport the dreamer to a world that bears the mark of infinity.
Summary of Key Terms and Ideas Epistemology - The branch of philosophy that studies the nature of knowledge, its presuppositions and foundations, and its extent and validity. He speaks of this action as a highly sexualised experience; sex being the first scientific hypothesis that my have led early man to reason that the act of sex reproduces a
sensation of fire. The ‘spaces of memory and imagination’ describes how literature and cinema would lose it’s power to enchant were we not able to enter an imagined or remembered place. He believes the feminine element in a word heightens ones enjoyment in speaking it. * The Eyes of the Skin: Architecture and the Senses’ by Juhani Pallasmaa
(continued 3) In the chapter ‘spaces of scent,” the persistent memory of space can be defined by smell, which Bachelard described as ‘memory and imagination remains associated’ where as an example he imagines the smell of raisins in another century, simply by entering an old room. To these problems Bachelard might be taken as offering an
original solution: rather than see discontinuities as a threat to the objectivity of science, see them as products of the rational advancement of scientific knowledge. * The Eyes of the Skin: Architecture and the Senses’ by Juhani Pallasmaa This book is split into two main sections: the first dealing with the idea of our vision as the dominant sense with
which we view the space around us; the second exploring the power of the other senses (aural, touch, smell) in discovering art and architecture. “ Water and Space: An Essay on the Imagination of Matter” by Gaston Bachelard In the book “Water and Dreams”, Bachelard seems to use the term ‘water’ metaphorically to describe things that occur or
that he has experienced. The next chapter on ‘critics of ocular centrism’ covers how Michel Foucault believed that the culture of modernity (the printing press, photography, etc) have continued to privilege sight. 8. Strindberg is known as one of the fathers of modern theatre. In Bachelard’s eyes this shows a breakdown of the companionship we used
to have with our objects. Gaston Bachelard 2. Gender is a repeated issue in this book, Bachelard cites Jung saying ‘human psychism in its primitive state is androgynous’ and Buytendjik has a similar opinion suggesting that men are 51% masculine and women 51% feminine and it is modern social like which creates gender as we know it. He believes
that a child knows the happiness of dreaming in a tranquil reverie and we often return to this childlike state. * The task of architecture’ is to create lived existential metaphors that structure our being in this world, leading to our home becoming integrated with out self- discovery. Bachelard suggests that in the wardrobe there is a centre of order,
which prevents the house from disorder, it possesses such intimacy to an individual that is it affectionately cared for. Dr Tiles sets out Bachelard's views and critically assesses them, reflecting also on the wider question of how one might assess potentially incommensurable positions in the philosophy of science as well as in science itself. The theory
that it is impossible to detach the self from our environment is covered in the section on ‘bodily identification,” where Noel Arnaud said, ‘I am the space where I am.” Henry Moore claimed a sculptor must ‘think of, and use, form in it’s full spatial completeness,” and Graham Sutherland said of a landscape painter that he ‘must almost look at the
landscape as if it were himself.” We also project our emotions onto a work of art and through this process, find ourselves. It then continues to describe how the eye touches what it see, a gaze implying an unconscious touch, and the importance of touching in making us aware of the weight, depth and resistance of an object/ building/ space. This
wholehearted and passionate approach can be a cause for objection for a man of reason. 12. In the forth chapter Bachelard writes regarding ‘poetic images of the flame in plant life.” Here he makes many references to the work of ‘Novalis,” an author and philosopher of early German Romanticism. The Chemistry of Fire- History of a False Problem: A
subject that has long preoccupied scientists of every study throughout history is that of fire which often seems to have no limit to it’'s power. ‘ The Eyes of the Skin: Architecture and the Senses’ by Juhani Pallasmaa (continued 2) ‘ The body in the centre’ begins the second part of the book by describing how we physically ‘see’ buildings by confronting
them with our bodies, by measuring the size of the streets with our pacing down them and using hands to open doors to enter a space. It is a metaphor for life which is full of tasks and surprises that one cannot see, but relies upon their courage to get them through situations. Bernard Berenson claims that when we experience art we imagine a
physical encounter through ‘ideated sensations,’ one of which he calls a ‘tactile value,’ this being that ability to ‘feel’ the cool breeze of the sea air in looking at a painting of an ocean. This approach has obviously opened his mind to a lot of new ideas but it leaves the reader feeling lost as there is very little structure to this book. * The shape of touch’
describes our hands at sculptor’s eyes , our organs for thoughts where our skin reads texture, weight and density. This author discusses 3 theorists I separate sections of the book however she is clearly a great admirer of Bachelard’s work. Cezanne describes it best when he aspired to ‘make visible how the world touches us’ through his palette and
arrangements of colours, to show the physical shape and texture of an apple or a vase. * A new vision and sensory balance’ concludes the first part of the book by showing how our view of art through history has changed, from the linear Renaissance to the open soft focused Baroque and onto the constant flow of images that construct our modern
culture. He believed that ‘power is exercised rather than possessed’ and that ‘power and knowledge directly imply one another.” One quote from him about the subject of knowledge seems to show a definite influence by Bachelard. The best description of the ‘fire’ of alcohol come from the Abbe Poncelet who said 1766, ‘heat, as the principle of life,
sets in motion and maintains the activity of the animal constitution, but when increased to the degree, it causes strange ravages.’ Idealized Fire - Fire and Purity: Bachelard using the metaphor of fire to talk of how through self analysis and knowledge we find that a consuming fire becomes enlightening; and how a struggle against sexual impulse is
actually a fight against the fire. From the myth of digestion it is claimed that ‘fire feeds itself,” the Egyptians believing it to be an insatiable animal, the Persians made sacrifices to it and at the beginning of astronomical study, people of the Middle Ages thought that fire was in fact food for the stars. Our respect for fire comes from discipline, an
example used is that of a young child who is rapped over the knuckles with a ruler after touching a candle flame. For Bachelard a fundamental characteristic of scientific thought is that is lies in movement, however he felt philosophical thought has a tendency to immobilise. The ‘cogito’ of the dreamer Bachelard believes that the night dream is not our
possession, it abducts us and we become elusive to ourselves and take flight from being. His view on this type of discipline is that it ‘disassociates power from the body’ yet also turns the body into a ‘capacity’ which it seeks to increase. Frank Lloyd Wright’s building Fallingwater is used as an example of how the forest smells and textures surrounding
the design contribute to an overall experience. The Dialectics of Inside and Outside It is suggested that the philosopher thinks of outside and inside in terms of being and non- being. A summary of “‘The Poetics of Reverie’ by Gaston Bachelard Reverie: a state of idle and pleasant contemplation. Reverie and cosmos Bachelard suggests that that
tranquillity is the bond which unites the dreamer and the world. 15. During his lifetime Gaston Bachelard wrote 23 books concerned with the philosophy of science and the analysis of the imagination of matter. The flames are at once both pure and impure; the latter in representing Hell and death, but purity can be achieved through burning fields to
gain fertile ground and cooking meat leads to better digestion and civilised society. In ‘The flame of a candle’ Bachelard talks about how, “imagination is the flame, the flame of the psyche.” This book also shows how, “reverie is renewed when one contemplates a single flame.” The word ‘reverie’ means a ‘state of idle and pleasant contemplation,” and
it’s a word Bachelard uses many times in this book. Prometheus is a mythological example of ‘clever disobedience’ that Bachelard claims we all take part, that rebelling against that first knowledge of flames. Bachelard compares our homes to animal’s shelters and suggests that human beings like to withdraw into their corners and it gives them
pleasure to do so A nest, like a home has an image of rest and quiet. * Bachelard: Science and Objectivity’ by Mary Tiles This is the first critically evaluative study of Gaston Bachelard’s philosophy of science to be written in English. Must the philosopher alone be condemned by his peers always to live on the ground floor’? This, as the author shows, is
paralleled by those debates among English-speaking philosophers about the rationality of science and the incommensurability of different theories. Inspired by Gaston Bachelard Michel Foucault (1926- 1984) A French philosopher, historian and sociologist, best known for his critical studies of social institutions and his work on power and it’s effect of
knowledge and relationships. ‘Mimesis of the body’ is the idea that architects internalise landscape and context to create architecture that is a communication from the architect’s body directly to your body when encountering their work. Bachelard relates the idea of death to deep water and running water. She explains the background in which
Bachelard was writing, the decade preceding his doctoral thesis was rich in scientific achievements. The rational answer is that two sticks were rubbed together, thereby creating a spark, but Bachelard questions why these men were at the moment of rubbing these sticks together anyway. He believed that the womb was both hot on one side and cold
on the other, the sperm being attracted immediately to the hot, fiery side became man, retaining the power of fire (strength and vigour) whilst as the heat diminished, the sperm was drawn to the cold side where a female was created with the timid and passive qualities of water. The dreamer is a shadow who has lost himself, however is reverie one
can form a cogito of the centre of ones dreaming self and therefore retain a glimmer of consciousness. In architecture, it is said the ‘shadows inhale’ whilst ‘illumination exhales,” the modern use of harsh lighting leading to a loss of intimacy, which could also be described as an effective form of mental torture where one has no withdrawal or privacy
but constant exposure. Bachelard believes that the poetic image emerges into our consciousness as a direct product of the heart, soul and being of a man. Bachelard made a speech in 1949 in which he said ‘If a philosopher speaks of knowledge he wants it direct, immediate, intuitive. He influenced many French philosophers in the latter part of the
twentieth century. Foucault was extremely interested in the idea of ‘power- knowledge’, that when an individual is defined via a form of knowledge, i.e. psychiatry, power is created. ‘ The Eyes of the Skin: Architecture and the Senses’ by Juhani Pallasmaa (continued 1) The chapter on ‘retinal architecture and the loss of plasticity’ tells us how
important the unconscious tactile ingredient is in vision, that in traditional cultures the architecture was connected with the ‘wisdom of the body.” An example of this overall aesthetic importance can be found in Greek architecture where the design was refined for the eye through optical illusions. He was well aware of philosophies inability to grasp
the new and saw it as a flaw in its basic constitution. Infact, Bachelard’s motto was ‘go to school with the sciences’ and he considered mathematical- physics as the ‘queen of sciences’. His work falls into two major literary movements, Naturalism and Expressionism. Bachelard believes that an intellectualist criticism of poetry will never lead to an
understanding of the source of where poetic images come from. In the ‘taste of stone’ there is a subtle transference between the tactile and taste experiences as we subliminally sense an inviting texture with our tongue (ex. Bibliography of Gaston Bachelard’s works ‘ The Psychoanalysis of Fire’ (Beacon Press, Canada 1964) ‘ The Poetics of Reverie’
(Beacon Press, Boston 1971) * The Flame of a Candle’ (Dallas Institute of Humanities and Culture, Texas 1988) ‘ The Poetics of Space’ (Translated from the French by Maria Jolas; Beacon Press, Boston 1994) - Water and Dreams: An Essay on the Imagination of Matter’ by Gaston Bachelard (Librairie Jose Corti, Paris 1982) 20. The creature retreats
into it’s own private corner, a corner which provides assures immobility, provides shelter and an area for meditation. The final chapter of this book is titled, “the light of the lamp.” He writes of how “those who lived in the century now past say the word ‘lamp’ with different lips from those of today.” He also quotes, “dreamer of words that I am, the
word ‘light bulb’ makes me laugh.” Bachelard also talks of a decline in possessive adjectives, because a light bulb will never be familiar enough to take a possessive adjective in the same way a lamp would have in the past. A summary of the ‘Poetics of Space’ by Gaston Bachelard The poetics of space was written in the last stages of Bachelard’s
philosophical career. This approach had caused him to change his methods, in previous work he had attempted to remain objective, as a man of science however he felt this approach was insufficient to explain the metaphysics of the imagination. ‘General prohibition,” our earliest memories of discipline lead to our ‘General knowledge,’ as it is the first
thing we lean about fire. He demonstrated how the progress of science could be blocked by certain types of mental patterns, creating the concept of obstacle épistémologique ("epistemological obstacle"). 6. Reverie - A state of abstracted musing; daydreaming. This could be due to the symbolism for the fire representing the ‘call of a funeral pyre’ and
being a metaphor for nearing death. This is interspersed with stories of people so saturated with alcohol and who have rubbed it upon themselves catching alight without spark. In the way life continues, and with every passing moment it becomes more profound and one deteriorates with each passing day. Ancient Egyptians), the second on how in our
home, the architecture of a building directs and organises our behaviour and movement. Bachelard quotes from Novalis’ work, for example, “the tree is nothing other than a flowering flame.” Again this chapter is about how a flame can incite thoughts and emotions. Tiny things take us back to our childhood, due to the familiarity of toys and the idea of
them coming to life. Bachelard goes on to talk about history’s view of fire in the importance of reproduction and children, one record from 1636 shows Doctor Pierre- Jean Fabre’s views on how the sex of a baby was decided in the womb. He was most famous for his verse dramas, which often convey his devout Catholic faith.
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